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Friday, April 20, 2007  
 

Water treatment project to benefit 
NEA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Susan O'Connor  
 
Sun staff writer  
 
WALNUT RIDGE -- Dignitaries gathered Thursday afternoon at Firemen's Hall in 
Walnut Ridge for the announcement of $6.7 million in federal grants for a regional water 
project.  
 
Once complete, the new surface water treatment plant of the Northeast Arkansas Public 
Water Authority will be capable of producing 3 million gallons of water per day for cities 
all over the region, thus reducing the use of groundwater. The plant will be located on 
Spring River, near the confluence of the ElevenPoint River.  
 
In addition to the construction of the treatment plant, there will be a major water 
transmission line to take the water from the treatment plant to the areas to be served.  
 
"This is a great day for our project," said A.J. Henry Jr., chairman of the Public Water 
Authority. "I've been involved with this for five years, and we've overcome a number of 
hurdles. A number of us have put in a lot of work, a lot of effort and a lot of time. This is 
something that is desperately needed. When we looked at this, we knew it wasn't 
immediately needed, but we were looking to the future."  
 
About the Authority  
 
The Public Water Authority was created in early 2003 to develop a long-range plan to 
treat and distribute water to communities in Lawrence County and Northeast Arkansas. 
Initially, the new plant will distribute water to Alicia, Hoxie, Walnut Ridge and a portion 
of the Lawrence County Regional Water service area.  
 
The plant, however, will have the capacity to serve a much larger area.  
 
"Twenty years from now, not only will these people be served, but many others -- you 
mark my word," predicted Stewart Noland, engineer for the project. ... Most importantly, 
that's the board's attitude. You want it, you can have it. It's an attitude that has been there 

Susan O'Connor | The Sun  
 
Roy Smith, state director of USDA-Rural 
Development, signs a $6.7 million check 
on Thursday at Walnut Ridge for a 
regional water project. A.J. Henry Jr., 
chairman of the Northeast Arkansas 
Public Water Authority, smiles in the 
background. 
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all along."  
 
Henry said this project is the logical solution to the serious problem of falling water 
tables in Northeast Arkansas.  
 
Most of the current water treatment systems in the Arkansas Delta are in excess of 40 
years old," according to Rickey Carter of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  
 
Groundwater in these areas has decreased in the past few years because of drier than 
normal conditions and the increased use of water for agricultural irrigation. Carter said 
that both the Arkansas State Health Department and the Arkansas Natural Resources 
Commission encourage the use of water from sources other than the existing wells, as 
well as the regionalization of water systems.  
 
"Our wells are old -- all the towns are in the same shape," Public Water Authority board 
member Gary Little said. "You're having to go deeper to get ground water. This will be 
shallow wells that draw water from the ground near the river. We'll use rural water lines 
that already exist to get the water to these towns."  
 
The $6.7 million is being funded from the Rural Utiltity Service, part of the Department 
of Agriculture as part of the nationwide celebration of Earth Day 2007.  
 
In addition to the USDA-Rural Development funding, the Public Water Authority has 
applied to the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission for $4.3 million in loan asistance 
and to the Delta Regional Authority for a $300,000 grant. These applications are 
expected to be approved in the next few months.  
 
Total funding for the project will be $11.5 million.  
 
"On many different levels, this is a cooperative effort," Noland said. "It has been a long 
road, but we're there. We'll be breaking ground next year."  
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April 25, 2007 

Public Water Authority  
receives 
partial 
funding 
Amber Adams  
Staff Writer  

Roy Smith, state director of 
USDA Rural Development, 
announced the partial funding of 
a water project for the Northeast 
Arkansas Public Water Authority 
last Thursday. During the public 
meeting, A.J. Henry, chairman of 
the NEAPWA, was presented 
with a check for $6,700,000.  

State Sen Robert Thompson, 
State Rep JR Rogers were also in attendance, along with representatives from 
Congressman Marion Berry and Senators Blanche Lincoln and Mark Pryor.  

"This is a fitting example of how federal, state and local leaders can work together to 
make critical investments in our infrastructure," Pryor said in a written statement. "This 
funding helps address an essential need for the residents of Lawrence County."  

The Public Water Authority was created in early 2003 to develop a long-range plan to 
treat and distribute water to communities in Lawrence County and other areas of 
northeast Arkansas.  

The communities that will initially be served include Alicia, Hoxie, Walnut Ridge and a 
portion of the Lawrence County Regional Water. Portia plans to hook to the system for a 
backup supply of water.  

Roy Smith, state director of USDA Rural Development, presents 
A.J. Henry, chairman of the Northeast Arkansas Public Water 
Authority, with a check for $6.7 million dollars for an upcoming 
water project.  
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In addition to this funding, the PWA has applied for a loan from the Arkansas Natural 
Resources Commission for $4,300,000, which was also awarded on Thursday. A 
$300,000 grant from the Delta Regional Authority has also been applied for.  

"A lot of effort, a lot of time and a lot of work have gone into this project," Henry said, 
"but we have found a logical solution to our problem."  

The new treatment plant will be capable of producing 3,000,000 gallons of water per day 
and have an onsite well for water storage. The plant will replace outdated treatment 
systems, many of which are more than 40 years old and rely on ground water produced 
from shallow wells. The water treatment plant, which will serve approximately 8,000, is 
expected to be in full production by summer of 2009.  
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United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development 
World Wide Web:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca 
Ben Higgins, State Director 

 
 
Release No. 13.07        Contact: Sarah Pursley  

Office: (530) 792-5801  
Cell: (916) 798-9295  

                     
                                                           
 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY IN ESPARTO 
Announces funding to make repairs to water and wastewater systems 

 
DAVIS, Calif., April 23, 2007- USDA Rural Development celebrated Earth Day 

2007 in the community of Esparto today by announcing Esparto Community Services 
District (CSD) as the recipient of a combined total of $5.1 million in loans for water and 
wastewater improvements.  This major funding will allow the unincorporated community 
of Esparto to upgrade and repair their wastewater and domestic water systems. 

 
 “We are committed to ensuring rural Californians have access to clean, safe 
drinking water and effective wastewater treatment facilities,” said Ben Higgins, USDA 
Rural Development State Director.  “Many communities such as Esparto face strong 
difficulties in financing these improvements because of the higher costs seen in 
California, and so we are proud to be able to partner with them to make these projects a 
possibility.”  

 
Esparto CSD’s existing wastewater system is hard pressed to serve the 

community, and has deteriorated to the extent effluent spills or operational risks are 
increasingly likely.  In addition, the district is operating on only three of their six wells 
and has very limited water storage facilities.  A loan of $1,579,000 will be used to repair 
and replace pipes throughout the sewage collection system, replace the existing lift 
station with a 900 gallon per minute facility and construct a 1.9 acre wastewater 
treatment lagoon.  An additional loan for $3,584,000 will be used to drill a new well, 
install a 500,000 gallon storage tank, upgrade the water control system and replace 
18,900 feet of pipe. With the new upgrades, the community will reach compliance with 
both the California Regional Water Quality Control Board Basin Plan and the EPA Clean 
Water Act. 

  
“With the funding from USDA Rural Development everyone will benefit,” said 

Larry Kieny, Board Chairman Esparto CSD.  “The district has been working with 
antiquated systems, our infrastructures have been failing and are very close to not 
meeting environmental regulations, but these projects will allow us to deliver better 
services to the community, savings to the district and ensure the environment is 
protected.  It’s a win-win-win situation.” 

NEWS RELEASE 
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will 

support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural 
residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $76 billion 
since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance 
to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical 
community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.5 million jobs have been 
created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is 
available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
 

 
 

“Committed to the future of rural communities” 
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development 

430 G Street, Agency 4169, Davis, CA 95616-4169 
Telephone (530) 792-5801 Fax (530) 792-5837 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca/ 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY IN ESPARTO 
 
                  Millions in loans will be used to repair town's water system 
                  Daily Democrat 
                  Article Created: 04/25/2007 10:11:06 AM PDT 
 
 
                  The USDA Rural Development celebrated Earth Day 2007 in  
                  Esparto Monday by announcing Esparto Community Services  
                  District as the recipient of a combined total of $5.1 million  
                  in loans for water and wastewater improvements.  
                  This major funding will allow the unincorporated community of  
                  Esparto to upgrade and repair their wastewater and domestic  
                  water systems.  
                  "We are committed to ensuring rural Californians have access  
                  to clean, safe drinking water and effective wastewater  
                  treatment facilities," said Ben Higgins, USDA Rural  
                  Development state director. "Many communities such as Esparto  
                  face strong difficulties in financing these improvements  
                  because of the higher costs seen in California, and so we are  
                  proud to be able to partner with them to make these projects a  
                  possibility."  
                  Esparto CSD's existing wastewater system is hard pressed to  
                  serve the community, and has deteriorated to the extent  
                  effluent spills or operational risks are increasingly likely.  
                  In addition, the district is operating on only three of their  
                  six wells and has very limited water storage facilities. A  
                  loan of $1.579 million will be used to repair and replace  
                  pipes throughout the sewage collection system, replace the  
                  existing lift station with a 900 gallon per minute facility  
                  and construct a 1.9 acre wastewater treatment lagoon.  
                  An additional loan for $3.584 million will be used to drill a  
                  new well, install a 500,000 gallon storage tank, upgrade the  
                  water control system and replace 18,900 feet of pipe.  
                  With the new upgrades, the community will reach compliance  
                  with both the California Regional Water Quality Control Board  
                  Basin Plan and the EPA Clean Water Act.  
                  "With the funding from USDA Rural Development everyone will  
                  benefit," said Larry Kieny, Board Chairman of the Esparto CSD.  
                  "The district has been working with antiquated systems, our  
                  infrastructures have been failing and are very close to not  
                  meeting environmental regulations, but these projects will  
                  allow us to deliver better services to the community, savings  
                  to the district and ensure the environment is protected. It's  
                  a win-win-win situation."  
                  USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a  
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                  way that will support increasing economic opportunity and  
                  improve the quality of life of rural residents.  
                  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested  
                  over $76 billion since the beginning of the Bush  
                  Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to  
                  finance and foster growth in homeownership, business  
                  development, and critical community and technology  
                  infrastructure.  
                  As a result, over 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved  
                  through these investments.  
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  City of Lapwai 
 
Outline of Need:  
 
The City of Lapwai’s existing aerated lagoon and land application basin are at capacity and 
can no longer meet the land application permit requirements.  It has been long suspected 
that the discharge of this old inadequate system has adversely impacted the water quality of 
Lapwai Creek, which runs the length of the Lapwai Valley. 
 
How Rural Development Helped: 
 
For many years USDA Rural Development has worked with the Nez Perce Tribe, the City 
of Lapwai, and the State of Idaho to plan for a regional wastewater treatment plant.  To 
coincide with Earth Day, USDA Rural Development will announce approval of a loan for 
$319,000 and grant assistance in the amount of $848,000. The City will combine this funding 
with other sources to purchase capacity in the new Lapwai Valley Regional Waste Water 
Treatment Plant and Interceptor line.  
 
The Lapwai Valley Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant and Interceptor line is being 
developed by the Nez Perce Tribe.  The City received a Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality Grant for $20,000, and is expecting a Community Development 
Block Grant of $500,000 from the Idaho Department of Commerce and Labor.  The City 
will contribute $28,000 of its own funds for the project.  Last year Rural Development 
approved a loan in the amount of $2,000,000 and a grant in the amount of $1,000,000 to the 
Nez Perce Tribe to be used to develop the Lapwai Valley Regional Wastewater Treatment 
System. 
 
The Results: 
 
An Earth Day Celebration was held on April 23, 2007.  
After the check presentations, there was a tree 
planting ceremony and poster winner Victoria Smith, 
4th Grade, Lapwai Elementary School, was 
recognized. Construction on the project is slated to 
begin late this year.  The proposed Membrane 
Bioreactor Treatment Plant is the most cost effective 
means for treatment of the regionalized system’s 
wastewater.  The new system will enable the City to 
meet regulatory requirements, and improve and 
protect the water quality of Lapwai Creek. 

 
 
 

Corky Fazio, Mayor and Victoria Smith 
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Nez Perce Tribe Members 
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Town of Leesburg 
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Local, State and Federal officials gathered for Earth Day festivities in Whitesburg 
to celebrate funding for the City's new wastewater treatment plant.  The new 
treatment plant will provide adequate wastewater treatment and collection 
service for both existing and new users, eliminate potential health hazards, and 
provide the reserve capacity necessary to support growth of this Appalachian 
community. 
This $6.4 million project was funded in part by a $922,000 WEP loan and a 
$500,000 WEP grant from USDA Rural Development. Possible funding partners 
include:  HUD-CDBG, EPA, ARC, and Kentucky State Coal Severance Grants.  
 
After the Earth Day festivities State Director Kenneth Slone planted a 
tree commemorating the future growth of the community.  
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Town of Rayville 
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HARFORD COUNTY RECEIVES USDA GRANT FOR GLEN 
HEIGHTS COMMUNITY 

 
Harford County’s Department of Public Works, working with the Harford County Health 
Department and the Maryland Department of the Environment, has secured a substantial 
federal grant to help extend public water to the rural community of Glen Heights. 
 
 Officials and residents recently gathered at Swan Harbor Farm where Harford 
County Executive David Craig was presented a check for $1.2 million in USDA Rural 
Development Funds by Marlene Elliott, USDA Rural Development State Director.  
“Protecting the health of our citizens is a vital part of what government at all levels must 
strive for,” said Mr. Craig.  “I am very proud of the efforts of our Water and Sewer 
Division and the Harford County Health Department for their hard work in securing this 
funding.” 
 
 In August, 2005, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) detected 
that the groundwater source that serves the wells of the Glen Heights community 
contained traces of Trichloroethylene and Tetrachlorethylene, a product used to remove 
grease from prefabricated metal parts.  MDE has concluded that the contamination 
resulted from the improper handling of hazardous materials, but the source of the 
contamination is unknown.  As a result, some residents of the community are currently 
using carbon filtration systems and bottled water as a short term solution. 
 
 Tom Hilton, Chief Engineer for the Division of Water and Sewer said the project 
to extend water to the community would be underway soon.  Upon completion, 
approximately 80 homes will have access to safe public drinking water. 
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Caption:  At the County’s Swan Harbor Farm, $1.2 million was announced to help bring public 
water to the Glenn Heights community.  Pictured left to right: Representing the Harford County 
Council, Richard Slutzky for District E and Mary Ann Lisanti for District F; Marlene Elliott, USDA 
Rural Development State Director; Millie Zwiebelman, Glenn Heights resident; David Craig, 
Harford County Executive; and Heather Campbell, representing Senator Benjamin Cardin. 
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USDA Supports Water System for Glenn Heights Community  
    

Havre de Grace, MD April 25, 2007 – In recognition of Earth Day, officially 
observed around the globe on April 22nd, Maryland officials gathered at the County’s 
Swan Harbor Farm on Oakington Road to announce $1.2 million in USDA Rural 
Development funds to help with the extension of public water to the Glenn Heights 
community.  “For local officials, no problem can be more complicated and costly than to 
provide residents with access to safe drinking water,” said Marlene Elliott, USDA Rural 
Development State Director.  “It is what we are called to do at Rural Development, to 
work closely with local governments and rural communities to help them overcome their 
challenges and to give them a means to improve the quality of life for their residents.”    

  
In August 2005, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) discovered 

that the groundwater source serving the approximately 80 households in the Glenn 
Heights community was contaminated with Trichloroethylene (TCE) that is found in 
aerosol dry-cleaning products, and Tetrachlorethylene (PCE) that is found in products 
used to remove grease from fabricated metal parts.  MDE has concluded that the 
contamination is the result of improper handling of hazardous material, but the source of 
the contamination is unknown.   Homeowners in the area have private wells and are using 
temporary carbon filtration systems and supplementing drinking water with bottled water.   

  
 The Harford County Government has estimated that the extension of public water to the 
Glenn Heights community will cost approximately $2.2 million dollars.  USDA Rural 
Development is providing 55% of the financing needed in the form of a low interest loan 
in the amount of $454,000 at 4-1/8% for 40 years and a grant in the amount of $746,000.  
MDE is expected to provide funding for the remainder of the project. “I am very pleased 
that the Rural Development program is able to provide this substantial monetary support 
to such a vital project that will protect the health of these Harford County households,” 
said David R. Craig, Harford County Executive.  “I applaud the efforts of Harford 
County’s Water and Sewer Division, Harford County Health Department, and the USDA 
Rural Development staff members for quickly getting this application request approved 
and awarded.”  

  
Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 

increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  Rural 
Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in 
homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology 
infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at the State Office by 
calling (302) 857-3580 or by visiting their website at www.rurdev.usda.gov.  
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Saginaw County Village of Oakley 
Bloomingdale Area Utilities Authority 
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Contact:  Alec Lloyd (517) 324-5204 
 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT MARKS EARTH DAY 
WITH BLOOMINGDALE CEREMONY 

 
EAST LANSING, April 12, 2007 – USDA Rural Development Director for Michigan 
Gene DeRossett will present a ceremonial loan and grant check for $6.4 million to 
Bloomingdale Area Utilities Authority Chairman Tom Rock and host an Earth Day tree 
planting on Friday, April 20, at 10 a.m. at Haven Park, 100 N. Van Buren St. in 
Bloomingdale.   
 
DeRossett will be joined by Bloomingdale Village President Sam Ewbank, Cheshire 
Township Supervisor Troy Tucker and Bloomingdale Township Supervisor Bob 
Richardson at the event, which commemorates the announcement of a new sewer project 
to improve local water quality. 
 
The event is open to the general public and everyone is welcome to attend.   
 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a 
venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity, liquidity, and technical 
assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and 
critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs 
is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ 
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Contact:  Alec Lloyd (517) 324-5204 
 

USDA CEREMONY CELEBRATES EARTH DAY IN 
BLOOMINGDALE 

 
EAST LANSING, April 20, 2007 – USDA Rural Development Director for Michigan 
Gene DeRossett today presented a ceremonial loan and grant check for $6.4 million to 
Bloomingdale Area Utilities Authority Chairman Tom Rock and joined local officials in 
an Earth Day tree planting at Haven Park, in Bloomingdale.   
 
“Earth Day is about helping the environment and leaving a better world for future 
generations to enjoy,” said DeRossett.  “This new sewer system will protect local water 
for decades to come.  Like the tree we planted today, it is an investment in the future.” 
 
Other participants included Bloomingdale Village President George Ewbank, Cheshire 
Township Supervisor Troy Tooker, Bloomingdale Township Supervisor David Bly and 
state Rep. Tonya Schuitmaker. 
 
The project merges sewer lines from the Village of Bloomingdale with those of Cheshire 
and Bloomingdale townships into a Bloomingdale Area Utilities Authority.  Currently, 
the village is in violation of state Department of Environmental Quality discharge 
standards.  The townships are also causing environmental damage because of failing 
individual septic systems. 
 
The money will pay for 25,000 feet of gravity collection sewer with six lift stations and 
six smaller grinder stations to serve the two townships.  It will also cover the construction 
of a new oxidation ditch mechanical treatment plant with surface water discharge to the 
Great Bear Lake outlet.  The existing village lagoon treatment facility will be 
decommissioned. 
 
The new system will bring the village back into compliance with MDEQ discharge 
requirements, eliminate health and sanitary hazards, and will serve 437 rural households 
and businesses. 
 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a 
venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity, liquidity, and technical 
assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and 
critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs 
is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ 
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Scott County PWSD No. 4 
Henry County PWSD No. 4 

City of Polo 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS $2,749,700 EARTH DAY 
FUNDS TO 

 FIVE COMMUNITIES IN NORTHEAST MISSOURI 
  

On April 24th, 2007, five communities in Northeast Missouri were recognized for their 
contributions in providing environmentally sound infrastructure in their respective communities.  
During this recognition ceremony, Tim Freeman, representative for Congressman Kenny Hulshof 
and Naomi Boss, representative for Congressman Sam Graves, presented a $2,749,700 mock 
check to these communities.  This represents the amount of funding that USDA Rural 
Development has awarded to these communities in 2007 for the purpose of building these types 
of facilities.   
  

USDA Rural Development joins in this Earth Day celebration of protecting and improving 
the environment, especially with regard to improving the quality of life and rural economic 
development.   One of the ways that we are able to do this is by partnering with your local entities 
to provide and improve access to clean, safe drinking water and decent, safe, and sanitary 
wastewater collection and treatment systems.  Earth Day is Every Day for Everybody! 
  

USDA Rural Development has been honored to work with the following entities to bring 
funding to their rural areas for such improvements.  We appreciate their hard work and 
dedication, as well as their participation in continuing education opportunities to learn more about 
the environment.  
  

 City of Wellsville for Water - $739,600  
 Howard Co. PWSD #1 for Water - $1,300,000  
 Clark Co. PWSD #1 on behalf of City of Wyaconda for Water - $148,000  
 City of Bunceton for Water - $555,000  
 City of Lancaster for a Pre-Development Planning Grant for Water - $7,100  

  
In addition, to being recognized for this 2007 Earth Day Honor, your local representatives 

also attended an Owners Workshop for Water and Wastewater Owners/Operators in Moberly, 
MO.   They spent the day increasing their knowledge base with educators from Midwest 
Assistance Program, Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Missouri Rural Water 
Association, and USDA Rural Development.   
  

USDA Rural Development appreciates the time, effort, and support put forth by all those 
involved with infrastructure and the environment, and extends special thanks to our Federal 
elected officials for making available Federal monies for funding these Water and Wastewater 
Programs.   
  

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture 
capital entity, Rural Development to provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster 
growth in home ownership, business development, and critical community and technology 
infrastructure.  Further information on any rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural 
Development office, by calling 660-665-3274 extension 4 or by visiting USDA's web site at 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/. 

  
“Committed to the future of rural communities.” 

  



 33

 



 34

  



 35

 



 36

 



 37

 



 38

 



 39

 
 
 
 
 

NEBRASKA 
 

Village of Thurston 
Village of Elba 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND ELBA CELEBRATE FUNDING OF 
$1.3 MILLION FOR WATER IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Elba, Neb., April 20, 2007 — USDA Rural Development and the residents of 

Elba celebrated in honor of Earth Day, the funding of over $1.3 million for water 
improvements that will ensure a dependable supply of safe drinking water to the 243 
residents of the village. 

 
“Today is a time to reflect on our earth’s precious natural resources and the 

preservation of them for future generations,” stated Scot Blehm, state director for USDA 
Rural Development in Nebraska.  “Rural Development is pleased to assist Elba with their 
water system improvements that will bring quality water to their community and also 
assist them with water conservation.” 

 
USDA Rural Development presented a ceremonial check to the Village of Elba 

for a $702,000 loan and $345,000 grant provided via the Water and Waste Disposal Loan 
and Grant program.  A Community Development Block Grant of $250,000 and village 
contribution of $20,000 complete the funding needed.   
 

“The Village of Elba is very grateful for the financial assistance from all the 
agencies that are helping us to complete and update our current water system so that all 
the local village residents can have safe and clean drinking water,” said Chris Pedersen, 
chairman for the Village of Elba.   

 
“It gives me great pride and accomplishment to help Elba get to this point with 

their water system,” stated Glen Gatz, community program specialist for USDA Rural 
Development.  “They have been working long and hard on this project and it is finally 
becoming a reality for them.” 
 

 
Elba has struggled with multiple water issues.  Presently, the village is 

functioning with one working well and is dealing with nitrates in its existing water 
source.  The distribution system is the original thus pipes are outdated, leaking and 
causing high water consumption.  Funding will renovate the present system through 
location of a new water source, development of a well, construction of a water tower, 
replacement of the entire distribution system, installation of two miles of main to bring 
the water to town, and installation of meters.   
 
 Contact Glen Gatz, (308) 237-3118, (402) 437-5093 (TTY).  Visit 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne/. 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THURSTON CELEBRATE EARTH DAY 

FUNDING FOR SEWER IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Thurston, Neb., April 23, 2007 — USDA Rural Development and the residents 

of Thurston celebrated in honor of Earth Day, the funding of $575,000 for wastewater 
improvements needed to comply with mandated federal operating requirements and to 
provide the capacity to meet the needs of the community’s 125 rural residents. 

  
“It is a pleasure to assist Thurston with their wastewater needs,” stated Scot 

Blehm, state director for USDA Rural Development in Nebraska.  “Wastewater issues are 
critical to the health and safety of rural populations.  Earth Day is about appreciating and 
preserving our natural resources and today’s funding to Thurston will help protect our 
environment for future generations.”  
 

USDA Rural Development presented a ceremonial check to the Village of 
Thurston for a $322,000 loan and $253,000 grant via the Water and Waste Disposal Loan 
and Grant program.    
    

Thurston’s current waste treatment system is comprised of both a sewage 
collection and two-cell lagoon system originally designed as a complete retention lagoon 
system.  Village wastewater is collected by gravity flow to a manhole and then on to the 
lagoons.  The water level is approximately one foot over what maximum water surface 
should be causing back up into the lagoon manhole and pipe, and discharging.  Currently, 
the Village is operating the wastewater treatment facility under an Order of Compliance. 
 

USDA Rural Development dollars will construct a controlled discharge lagoon 
system to include a lift station.  The existing lagoon cells will be reworked to provide a 
higher maximum water level to achieve the required capacity.  Erosion control, including 
seed and rip-rap, will be provided.  Piping will be adjusted so that discharge can happen 
from any cell, and that cells can be isolated, and influent flow can be diverted to any cell.  
Project improvements will bring the village’s wastewater system be back into compliance 
with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit. 
 
 Contact Jolene Kasper, (402) 371-5350, (402) 437-5093 (TTY).  Visit 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne/. 

 
“USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity provider, employer and lender.” 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C.  20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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Contact:  Rosemarie Massa 
     717-237-2269 

 
USDA Rural Development and Village of Four Seasons Celebrate Earth Day 2007 

 
Union Dale, PA – April 23, 2007 –USDA Rural Development’s Assistant Administrator 
for Water and Environmental Programs Gary Morgan and State Director Gary H. Groves, 
Congressman Christopher Carney and Village of Four Seasons’ authority members and 
others gathered to celebrate Earth Day 2007 by highlighting in a ceremonial check 
presentation ceremony Rural Development’s $1,158,000 loan to the Village of Four 
Seasons for its waste disposal project. 
  
"The USDA Rural Development agency’s financial assistance to the Village of Four 
Seasons sewer project will enable this vibrant community to celebrate Earth Day every 
day of the year. Protecting our water resources is not only good for the environment, it is 
critical to guarding human health and improving our economy. This project is a prime 
example of how government can work in partnership with local communities for a better 
quality of life," said Congressman Christopher P. Carney. 
 
“Highlighting Rural Development’s funding of the Village of Four Seasons’ sewer 
project, on the 37th anniversary of Earth Day, provides a fine example of Rural 
Development’s commitment to a cleaner and healthier environment for our rural 
residents”,  said Gary H. Groves, USDA Rural Development State Director.   
 
The $1,158,000 Rural Development loan funds will be used to upgrade the existing pump 
station and replace the existing sewer treatment plant with a new 60,000 gallons per day 
facility for the Village of Four Seasons located in Herrick Township, Susquehanna 
County.  The upgrades will help alleviate unsanitary conditions as well as increase the 
capacity of the plant.  The system will serve 134 equivalent dwelling users. 
 
USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal agency for rural development needs 
by offering financial and technical assistance to individuals, businesses and communities.   
USDA Rural Development programs include funding for day care centers, fire trucks and 
other community facility projects; the purchase, construction or repair of homes;  loans 
and guarantees to rural businesses to save or create jobs; and loans and grants for water 
and sewer utility projects.  For more information on programs offered by USDA Rural 
Development, contact the Pennsylvania State Office at (717) 237-2299 or visit its website 
at www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa.  
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Contact:  Rosemarie Massa 
     717-237-2269 

 
USDA Rural Development and Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority 

 Celebrate Earth Day 2007 
 

Pine Grove, PA – April 23, 2007 –USDA Rural Development’s Assistant Administrator 
for Water and Environmental Programs Gary Morgan and State Director Gary H. Groves, 
Congressman Tim Holden and Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority members and 
others gathered to celebrate Earth Day 2007 with a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
Authority’s new wastewater system funded by Rural Development grants and loans 
totaling over $12.4 million.  

 "This wastewater disposal facility will allow for improved and expanded services to new 
commercial and residential customers. Earth Day is a time to renew our commitments 
towards sustaining our earth, and this wastewater system is a good start,” said 
Congressman Tim Holden. 

“Highlighting the completion of the Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority’s wastewater 
project and Rural Development’s funding of $12.4 million on the 37th anniversary of 
Earth Day provides a fine example of Rural Development’s commitment to a cleaner and 
healthier environment for our rural residents”, said Gary H. Groves, USDA Rural 
Development State Director.   
 
To address an overload problem, physical limitations, aged facility, high operation and 
maintenance costs, and other problems, the Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority set out 
to construct a new efficient 1.5 million gallons a day wastewater treatment plant, pump 
station, and force main.  The new system will serve all existing township and borough 
equivalent dwelling units and allow for additional commercial and residential units 
located near the interchange.  Rural Development assisted the project by awarding 
$9,528,900 in loans and $2,896,800 in grants towards the $12,633,700 project.   
 
USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal agency for rural development needs 
by offering financial and technical assistance to individuals, businesses and communities.   
USDA Rural Development programs include funding for day care centers, fire trucks and 
other community facility projects; the purchase, construction or repair of homes;  loans 
and guarantees to rural businesses to save or create jobs; and loans and grants for water 
and sewer utility projects.  For more information on programs offered by USDA Rural 
Development, contact the Pennsylvania State Office at (717) 237-2299 or visit its website 
at www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa.  
 
 
 



 50

 

 



 51

Contact:  Rosemarie Massa 
     717-237-2269 

 
USDA Rural Development and Local Municipal Officials Celebrate Earth Day 2007 

 
Hesston, PA – April 23, 2007 – USDA Rural Development’s State Director Gary H. 
Groves,  Penn Township, Walker Township, Huntingdon Borough, and Huntingdon 
County officials, and others gathered to celebrate Earth Day 2007 with a ceremonial 
check presentation highlighting Rural Development’s $772,000 grant to Penn Township 
for the intermunicipal sewer project. 
 
“Highlighting Rural Development’s funding of this intermunicipal sewer project, on the 
37th anniversary of Earth Day, provides a fine example of Rural Development’s 
commitment to a cleaner and healthier environment for our rural residents”, said Gary H. 
Groves, USDA Rural Development State Director. 
 
The project will solve a problem with Penn Township’s sand mound sewer system 
located in Hesston, where malfunctioning sand filters were no longer properly serving 56 
equivalent dwelling units. The only long-term solution, after careful review that 
considered all options, was to construct a gravity conveyance line to the Walker 
Township Municipal Authority collection system that would then convey wastewater to 
the Huntingdon Borough Treatment plant for final treatment and disposal. USDA Rural 
Development grant funds will help fund the needed corrections. Huntingdon County 
Planning coordinated the intermunicipal effort and has applied for a Community 
Development Block Grant for the project.  
 
USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal agency for rural development needs 
by offering financial and technical assistance to individuals, businesses and communities.   
USDA Rural Development programs include funding for day care centers, fire trucks and 
other community facility projects; the purchase, construction or repair of homes;  loans 
and guarantees to rural businesses to save or create jobs; and loans and grants for water 
and sewer utility projects.  For more information on programs offered by USDA Rural 
Development, contact the Pennsylvania State Office at (717) 237-2299 or visit its website 
at www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa.  
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Puerto Rico Aqueduct & Sewer Authority 
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                                               NEWS RELEASE 
 
 
                                                                              Media Contact: Miguel A. Ramírez 
                                                                                                                                                            Phone: (787) 859-3104 ext. 118 
                                                                                                                                                            E-mail: miguel.ramirez@pr.usda.gov 
 
 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GIVES $7, 000,000.00 FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A POTABLE WATER SYSTEM IN 

THE MUNICIPALITY OF SALINAS 
 
 
Salinas, Puerto Rico, April 19, 2007 – Agriculture Secretary, Mike Johanns announced 
that during the celiberation of Planet Earth Day his Agency will celebrate a series of 
activities related to the preservation and conservation of our environmental resources. 
   
José Otero-García, USDA Rural Development State Director for Puerto Rico, selected 
the special community Salinas-Aguirre-Montesoria to hold the activity of Planet Earth 
Day in Puerto Rico. 
 
The communities of Aguirre and Montesoria are located in the municipality of Salinas, in 
the south coast of the island. These communities receive water through a system of 
private wells managed by the Lands Authority of Puerto Rico. 
  
 Otero-García, informed that 650 families of these communities are actually receiving 
potable water from an unsuitable system that does not comply with the regulations of the 
Health Department and Safe Drinkable Water Act. The quality of the water for human 
consumption is deficient, the pipes are covered with asbestos and most of them are 
broken and filtrating. 
 
For this reason Rural Development has given to the AAA a loan of $4,800,000.00 and a 
grant of $2, 200,000.00 for the construction of this water project. As a fulfillment of the 
celebration of the Planet Earth Day, today a ground breaking ceremony will be held in the 
facilities near the old Central Aguirre post office at 10:30 AM. 
 
 
 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve 
the quality of life in rural communities. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development 
has invested over $76.8 billions since the beginning of the Bush Administration to 
provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, 
business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Over 1.5 
million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. 
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Additional information on Rural Programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site 
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov or by calling Mr. Ramón Meléndez at (787) 766-5095 ext. 
250 or Mr. Miguel A. Ramírez at (787) 859-3104 ext. 118.  USDA Rural Development is 
committed to the future of rural communities. 
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McCormick County 
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SOUTH DAKOTA 
 

WEB Water Development Inc 
B-Y Water District Inc 
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$2.8 million in funding awarded for Blaine sewer project 

 
April 23, 2007 

                                BLAINE (WATE) -- In celebration of Earth Day,  
                                officials announced an $1,786,500 investment to  
                                finish funding a new wastewater treatment system  
                                for Blaine and surrounding southwest Grainger  
                                County.  
                                Congressman Zach Wamp and Rural Development  
                                State Director Mary Ruth Tackett joined local  
                                leaders and Joppa Elementary School students to  
                                award the check during an Earth Day tree  
                                planting at Blaine City Hall.  
                                The total federal investment in the project is  
                                $2,807,060. It's made up of: a Rural Development  
                                loan of $1,340,000, a grant of $446,500,  
                                $520,560 from the Economic Development Agency  
                                and a $500,000 Community Development Block  
                                Grant.  
                                The funding will build a sewer system to serve  
                                249 residents of Blaine, at first, and the  
                                surrounding areas that aren't served.   
                                There have been a high rate of septic system  
                                failures for several years while the community  
                                population has been growing.   
                                Natural geological conditions are likely part of  
                                the problem and they may also contribute to  
                                contaminants in the ground water and nearby  
                                streams.   
                                This project will build the sewer force main to  
                                connect Blaine's system to the Knoxville  
                                Utilities Board wastewater treatment plant five  
                                miles away.  
                                Residents say the current system has a high rate  
                                of septic failures. 
                                "There are several areas in the city where there  
                                would be raw sewage running on top of the  
                                ground, and there is really not much you can  
                                do," said resident Jerry Dalton. 
                                Rural Development invests in water and waste  
                                disposal improvements by providing technical and  
                                financial assistance through direct and  
                                guaranteed loans, in partnership with private  
                                lenders, and grants for public and non-profit  
                                organizations to develop, improve and repair  
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                                water, sewer and storm drainage systems.  
                                These programs serve unincorporated areas and  
                                cities with a population less than 10,000.  
                                USDA Rural Development provides financial and  
                                technical assistance through housing, community  
                                and business development programs in Tennessee.   
 
                                In fiscal year 2006, Rural Development assisted  
                                more than 467,575 Tennessee families and  
                                businesses with over $288 million in financial  
                                assistance through loans and grants.  
                                For more information on home ownership, business  
                                development or community programs available in  
                                the Grainger County area: 
                                Contact the Rural Development Area Office in  
                                Knoxville at (865)-523-3338 ext. 4 or toll free  
                                at 800-342-3149 ext. 1491  
                                Or visit http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tn.
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WASHINGTON 
 

Summit Water and Supply Company 
Town of Washtunca 

City of Entiat
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WISCONSIN 
 

Danbury Sanitary District 
St. Croix Chippewa Indians of WI 
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CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2007 

 
This year's Earth Day is very special to the Danbury Area.  Wisconsin Rural 
Development, along with other financing partners, has made it possible to fund a 
Water and Sewer project for the Danbury area.  Participating in the celebration 
will be special representative guests from many agencies including Rural 
Development’s Deputy Administrator/Rural Business & Cooperative Programs 
from Washington D.C., Ben Anderson and Frank Frassetto, Wisconsin State 
Director.  Also attending will be representatives from the Wisconsin DNR, 
congressional and other political offices, local leaders, St. Croix Tribal drum core, 
S.E.H., Webster School music group and many others.  Governor Knowles State 
Forest will also provide seedling trees to the first 50 guests that attend. 
 
We invite the public to join us for this special ceremony and refreshments on 
Tuesday, April 24th at 1:00pm.  
  
We hope to see you there.  If you have questions, please call Karen Felix 715-
656-4121 or contact Sue Kohnen at 715-345-7600 ext 115.  
 
 
=============================================================
=== 
 
WHEN: 
Tuesday, April 24, 2007 
12:45 PM … Refreshments will be served 
1:00 PM …   Program will begin 
 
WHERE: 
Blueberry Junction Park 
Hwy 77 (Main Street) 
Danbury WI  
 
WHAT:  
USDA, Rural Development will join with the St. Croix Chippewa, the Danbury 
Joint Water Quality Commission and the Danbury Area Chamber of Commerce 
as they sponsor an event in celebration of Earth Day 2007.   
 
Master of Ceremonies will be Kevin Klucas, Past President of the Joint Water 
Quality Commission 
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The celebration program will begin at 1:00 at Blueberry Junction Park, with the 
St. Croix Drum Ceremony, presentation of the American flag and singing of the 
National Anthem by the Webster School choir, followed by guest speakers. 
 
Guest speakers anticipated: 

 Representatives of USDA Rural Development (including Wisconsin 
State Director Frank Frassetto and from the National 
Office/Washington DC, Ben Anderson, Deputy Administrator/Rural 
Business & Cooperative Programs). 

 Matthew Rudig, Representative of Congressman David Obey 
 Marshall Hill, Sanitary District President 
 Jerry Doreitt, Project Engineer 
 Others? 

 
A ceremonial tree planting will follow the speakers, and the program will conclude 
with closing comments. 
 

=============================================================
== 

A press release highlighting specifics of the funding of the new water and sewer 
systems for the Danbury and St. Croix communities will be provided following the 
event.  
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 NEWS  
RELEASE 

     United States Department of Agriculture   •   Rural 
Development 

              4949 Kirschling Court   •   Stevens Point WI  54481 
                Phone:  (715) 345-7600   •   Fax: (715) 345-7669   •   Web: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wi 

 
             Contact: Susan Kohnen, Public 
Information Coordinator  
   Phone:   (715) 345-7620 Ext. 115                                       
   E-mail:   Sue.Kohnen@wi.usda.gov                                    

 - - - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - - - 
 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY 
$8.8 Million Announced For Danbury and St. Croix Tribe Sewer & Water Systems 

 
Danbury WI, April 24, 2007  –    Agriculture Under Secretary Thomas C. Dorr 
celebrated the 37th anniversary of Earth Day this week by announcing USDA 
Rural Development funding of 61 new rural water and wastewater community 
systems in 29 states totaling nearly $180 million.  

 
“These projects will build and improve rural water and sewage systems, and 
rural communities will benefit through cleaner water, recreation and wildlife 
resources,” Dorr said. “USDA is working with communities across America to 
provide investment financing and an improved quality of life for local residents.” 
 
Wisconsin was one of the 29 States to receive an Earth Day project designation 
and funding.  At a celebration here today, Frank Frassetto, State Director of the 
Wisconsin Rural Development announced an $8.8 Million contribution from the 
Federal Government to the communities of Danbury and the St. Croix Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians for new water and sewer systems. 
 
The combined project cost is $13.4 million with the State of Wisconsin, the DNR 
and Indian Health Services coming in with the additional $4.6 Million to complete 
the project. 
 
“This effort shows how we meet our agency goals to provide economic 
opportunities and enhance the quality of life for rural Wisconsin residents”, said 
Frassetto.  “We are very excited about the positive impact Rural Development is 
making in creating safe water in these two communities, as well as the positive 
impact it will have on the area's scenic waterways”,  he continued. 
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Currently there are concerns with failing septic systems, contaminated wells, and 
the potential for a negative impact on the St. Croix River that boarders the 
community.  The St. Croix River is listed on the National Scenic Rivers and 
Outstanding Resource Waters in the State of Wisconsin.  Neither the tribal 
community nor the Sanitary District now has municipal water or sewer systems; 
this project will construct one system to serve both.   
 
“This project is another example of the Bush Administration’s efforts to build a 
stronger rural America”, said Ben Anderson, Rural Development’s Deputy 
Administrator/Rural Business & Cooperative Programs, who came from 
Washington DC to join in the funding announcement and honor Earth Day in 
Wisconsin. 
 
 
 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will 
support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural 
residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and 
technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business 
development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. 
  
Further information on programs available through USDA Rural Development is 
available by visiting the agency's web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov/wi.  
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